
October Sky 1999 
 

 
1 0:00 0:00 Sputnik, Credits, West Virginia 
2 02:29 02:29 Football, mine accident, classroom 
3 09:05 09:05 I'm gonna build a rocket 
4 17:47 17:47 8 miles = 13 km, explosion in Chemistry lab, Only You 
5 25:18 25:18 5 bars = $8.20, Cape Coalwood 
6 34:32 34:32 Construction and failure 
7 38:08 38:08 It worked 
8 41:10 41:10 More problems with Dad 
9 46:18 46:18 The reporter, the police, forest fire? The end of Cape Coalwood 
10 53:11 53:11 Girl 
11 54:39 54:39 Father injured hero, Bykovsky dead, Homer to the mine 
12 67:12 1:07:12 Hodgkin’s disease, rockets again because they didn’t start the 

fire, 1.2 mi = 1 1/2 km 
13 72:26 1:12:26 Find rocket and clear name, Dad’s okay with rockets, no more 

mining, they win locally, only one can go to Indy 
14 81:21 1:21:21 Strike, gunshot 
15 85:27 1:25:27 Display stolen, Mamma ends the strike to get a new one 
16 89:14 1:29:14 Big winner, Riley in hospital 
17 95:08 1:35:08 Last rocket, space shuttle 
18 99:52 1:39:52 Closing Credits, Read 
* 101:19 1:41:19 End it here 
19 107:20  Menu 
 
Homer Hickam 
John Hickam 
Miss Frieda Riley 
Quentin Wilson 
Roy Lee Cook 
Sherman O'Dell 
Elsie Hickam 
Jim Hickam 

Leon Bolden 
Principal Turner 
Ike Bykovsky 
Dorothy Platt 
Jake Mosby 
Mr. Dantzler 
Valentine Carmina 

 
What does the name "October Sky" mean?  (Anagram of Rocket Boys, but...) 
Southern accents, y'all 
Heck of a waste of a bomb 
Layoffs, strikes and unions 
O'Dell translates for Quentin "great idea" – Page 217 
Shoot the car 
PURE alcohol = moonshine 
In the US, the bus is the cheapest way to travel 
Jocks get scholarships – "dumb jocks" 
Miss Riley – Miss, Mrs, Mr, Michael 
Scholarships and science fair 
Bolden was the only black we see in the whole movie, and why this is realistic, and what 

do we call them 
 


