
 "I attempted to rise, but was not able to stir: for as I happened to lie on my 
back, I found my arms and legs were strongly fastened on each side to the 
ground; and my hair, which was long and thick, tied down I the same 
manner … I heard a confused noise about me, but in the posture I lay, 
could see nothing except the sky."  

"First, The Man-Mountain shall not depart from our dominions, without our 
license … 2nd, He shall not presume to come into our metropolis, without 
our express order; at which time the inhabitants shall have two hours 
warning to keep within their doors  … 6th, He shall be our ally against our 
enemies in the island of Blefescu, and do his utmost to destroy their fleet, 
which is now preparing to invade us. “ 

"That blindness is an addition to courage, by concealing dangers from us; 
that the fear you had for your eyes, was the greatest difficulty in bringing 
over the enemy's fleet, and it would be sufficient for you to see by the 
eyes of the Ministers, since the greatest princes do no more 

"For the Queen (who had indeed but a weak stomach) took up at one 
mouthful as much as a dozen English farmers could eat at a meal, which 
to me was for some time a very nauseous sight. She would crunch the 
wing of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth, although it were nine 
times as large as that of a full-grown turkey."  

"There was a woman with a cancer in her breast, swelled to a monstrous 
size, full of holes, in two or three of which I could have easily crept, and 
covered my whole body. There was a fellow with a wen in his neck, larger 
than five woolpacks, and another with a couple of wooden legs, each 
about twenty foot high. But, the most hateful sight of all was the lice 
crawling on their clothes. I could see distinctly the limbs of these vermin 
with my naked eyes, much better than those of an European louse through 
a microscope, and their snouts with which they rooted like swine."  

"This made me reflect how vain an attempt it is for a man to endeavor 
doing himself honour among those who are out of all degree of equality or 
comparison with him. And yet I have seen the moral of my own behavior 
very frequent in England since my return, where a little contemptible 
varlet, without the least title to birth, person, wit, or common sense, shall 
presume to look with importance, and put himself upon a foot with the 
greatest persons of the kingdom."  

"Their heads were all reclined either to the right, or the left; one of their 
eyes turned inward, and the other directly up to the zenith. Their outward 
garments were adorned with the figures of suns, moons, and stars, 
interwoven with those of fiddles, flutes, harps, trumpets, guitars, 
harpsichords, and many more instruments of music, unknown to us in 
Europe. I observed here and there many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder fastened like a flail to the end of a short stick, which they 
carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas 
or little pebbles (as I was afterwards informed). With these bladders they 
now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, 
of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning; it seems, the 
minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that they 
neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without being 
roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and hearing."  



"That the system of living contrived by me was unreasonable and unjust, 
because it supposed a perpetuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no 
man could be so foolish to hope, however extravagant he might be in his 
wishes. That the question therefore was not whether a man would choose 
to be always in the primes of youth, attended with prosperity and health, 
but how he would pass a perpetual life under all the usual disadvantages 
which old age brings along with it. “ 

"Their heads and breasts were covered with a thick hair, some frizzled and 
others lank; they had beards like goats, and a long ridge of hair down their 
backs, and the foreparts of their legs and feet, but the rest of their bodies 
were bare, so that I might see their skins, which were of a brown buff 
colour. They had no tails, nor any hair at all on their buttocks, except 
about the anus; which, I presume, Nature had placed there to defend them 
as they sat on the ground; for this posture they used, as well as lying 
down, and often stood on their hind feet."  

"My master heard me with great appearances of uneasiness in his 
countenance, because doubting and not believing, are so little known in 
this country, that the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave themselves 
under such circumstances.  

"They are strong and hardy, but of a cowardly spirit, and by consequence 
insolent, abject, and cruel. It is observed, that the red-haired of both sexes 
are more libidinous and mischievous than the rest, whom yet they much 
exceed in strength and activity."  

"My horses understand me tolerably well; I converse with them at least 
four hours every day. They are strangers to bridle or saddle, they live in 
great amity with me, and friendship to each other” 

 


