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Tesco Lotus brings Liverpool Legends to Chiang Mali

Liverpool legends lan Rush and John Barnes are on their way to Thailand to play in the
Tesco Lotus Bangkok Masters Tournament at Dhepatsadin Stadium on June 2nd and 3rd.
The tournament, organized by the British Chamber of Commerce Thailand (BCCT), has
attracted 24 teams from Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore and Brunei, along with teams representing the Thai, British, German, French and
Scandinavian communities in Thailand.

Joining Rush and Barnes in the All-Stars team will be double European Cup Winner Viv
Anderson, former Chelsea winger Clive Walker, former Arsenal defender Gus Caesar and
ESPN commentator Paul Masefield.

Tesco Lotus, who are bringing the Liverpool football stars to Thailand, have also arranged
for Rush and Barnes to conduct football clinics for local schoolchildren at Tesco Lotus
Kamtieng stores in Chiang Mai on June 1st, Lad Phrao store in Bangkok on June 2nd and
Phuket store on June 5th.

“We were very pleased at the public response to lan’s involvement in the Bangkok Masters last year,” said Tesco Lotus Senior
Corporate Affairs Adviser, Justin Barnett.

“In particular, the clinic for schoolchildren at Lad Phrao store was very successful, so this year we felt we should extend the
programme to include another great Liverpool player, John Barnes, and hold additional clinics in Chiang Mai and Phuket.”

For more details, contact Panthipra Tharapibarn, Media Relations Manager Tel 02 797 9000 ext 5849, 7779 Fax 02 797 9811

New Public Co., Ltd. for CM
Night Safari

A new Public Company
Limited is to be estab-
lished to facilitate the
new administration of
Chiang Mai Night
Safari.

As part of the Cabinet

officials’ visit to the north
of Thailand, General Surayuth Chulanont, Prime Minister of
Thailand and his team also visited Chiang Mai Night Safari.

The director of Chiang Mai Night Safari Administration, Mr.
Plodprasop Suraswadi, reported that the project is currently
under the administration of the Designated Areas for
Sustainable Tourism Administration (DASTA), which will be
able to manage self-supporting income. The project is also
“The best Air Ticket Booking Service in town” creating several new jobs for many local people. Meanwhile, it
was announced that any water utilized in the course of the
project will originate from the project’s own resources,
namely, tap water, underground supplies and the project’s own
reservoir, thereby leaving the public water system unaffected.

The PM also said that the new Public Company Limited is

W ali in tailor makina tri planned to operate Chiang Mai Night Safari at the end of
€ Spec allse ta 0 a g t pS DASTA’s term of management. This Public Company Limited

to suit the customers’ requirements  will allow flexibility with the operation of the Night Safari.
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. = our members and guests.
c "="-;-_-..%EU_-‘.“:.5"' c Through the actions of our
S members and committees,
-t with meetings twice-a-month,
"#l we strive to ease you into
Chiang Mai culture by liaising
expets club with immigration and law
e . . enforcement officials, medical
a credit to the Thai and insurance  providers,
community, nota  business and property services
” and more.

burden
L. It is our hope that through the
Our Mission efforts of the Chiang Mai
Chiang Mai Expats Club aims Expats Club we can help
to help expats expand members to  successfully
friendships and improve their integrate into the Thai

quality of life here. We try to
serve the community of
foreigners by making it easier
to understand the laws,
language and lifestyle needs of

community in Chiang Mai and
make contributions of our own
for the benefit of all.

The Chiang Mai Expats Club
meets every 2nd and 4th

Saturday of the month at the
Chiang Mai Orchid Hotel,
Huay Kaew Rd. The meetings
start at 10.30, but members
and guests are encouraged to
start arriving from 10.00.

The meetings are great fun,
with a wide variety of
speakers, an open forum, free
legal advice, and a free draw
offering such prizes as
television sets, microwaves
and DVD players.

There is also an opportunity to
meet up with members of the
special interest groups. For
more information, please see
below. CEC can be contacted
by email at:

info@chiangmaiexpatsclub.com

Coming Events &
Future Speakers

May 26th, 2007

ISAC, (Institute for Alternative
Agriculture) Non-Governmental
Organisation (NGO) will give a
talk on *'Sustainable Organic
Farming in Thailand"

June 9th, 2007
American Consulate

General,
Bea Camp, will talk about her

experience as the American
Consulate in Chiang Mai

June 23rd, 2007
Alex Boyesen

June 23rd, 2007
TBA

“WELCOME" PACK AND

ASSISTANCE FOR INCOMERS.
By Elena Edwards

A group of CEC members are in the
process of putting together a
“Welcome” folder, which will be
available to both new residents and to
people who are still planning their
move to Chiang Mai. Distribution will
be on request either by email or
person-to-person at CEC meetings. We
hope to include almost everything an
expat or potential expat might need to
know either before they arrive or just
after! In this way, we hope it make their
lives and the lives of the local commu-
nity members with whom they initially
come into contact, a great deal easier. |
suspect those of us who are fairly recent
arrivals remember problems during our
first few weeks in Chiang Mai, usually
caused by online and offline
misinformation and disinformation,
particularly since last autumn.

An essential part of the folder will, of
course, be updateable, verified with
accurate information about visas,
import duties for personal belongings,
registration of address, etc; -- all the
tedious necessities which ensure that
one’s new life can begin legally and
enjoyably, but if they go wrong, can
ensure that one’s worst nightmares can
begin! Apart from the above, we will
include information about buying a
vehicle, getting a drivers’ license,
insurance, advice on housing, transport,
medical care, learning Thai, activities,
internet, television and telephone

services, local services, and shopping
for anything from food through
furniture to everything else! Plus, loads
of other stuff as well, including, of
course, details about Chiang Mai
Expats’ Club! This is a wonderful place
to live, but getting used to this very
different environment involves a great
deal of adjustment and readjustment —
we hope that the Welcome Pack will
help to ease the immediate stress of that
process.

Obviously, gathering and evaluating the
amount of information that is involved
in this project, (and actually getting it
all down on paper!) will take some
time, but we would hope to have the
packs ready within the next
month....we hope!!

If anyone has any suggestions,
information or would like to help in any
way, please, (please!) contact me by
email at: orientalphoenix@gmail.com.
We are particularly looking for several
people who are competent in the Thai
language to help with communication
problems with, for example, TOT,
UBC, etc., usually on the phone! Also,
if anyone with a vehicle would like to
offer “meet and greet” services — for a
lot of incomers it’s no fun to arrive at
Chiang Mai Airport with no-one there
to say “Hi!”—that would be very much
appreciated.

We are the lucky ones — we’re here
already and have our lives sorted out in
this beautiful country — let’s work
together to share knowledge and
experience with new residents who
would like to use this service through
the club!

CEC Membership

The cost of lifetime membership is only 600
Baht. To become a member you will need
Two photos (2.5 x 2.5 c¢cm). Please come
along to the meeting where one of the board
members will be happy to assist you in
completing the membership form.

Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

CEC has a number of Special Interest
Groups that meet at various times and places
to suit that groups individual members. If
you are interested in becoming a member of
any of the groups listed below please contact
the group coordinator at CEC meeting or by
email info@chiangmaiexpatsclub.com;

Board and Card Game: Chris Hedges
Charities: Malcolm Logan
Computer: Bill Dahm

Hiking: TBA

Gay/Lesbian Friends: Neil Robinson
Investment: Ellen Parsons

Language Club: Elena Edwards
Photography: Mike See
Radio-Controlled Models: Malcolm Logan
Social Events group: Janet Greenleaf
Writers’ Club: Lee Thomas

The Expat Newsletter team:

Publisher:
Alan Hall

Editor:
Jaroonroat Krasaesuk

Website: www.chiangmaiexpatsclub.com/
expatnewsletter
E-mail:
alan@pfm-international.net or
tom@pfm-international.net
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| == [/~ Price 18,000 THB/M Price: 825,000 THB
EXCELLENT PRESENTATION GREAT RENOVATOR

. CONDO STUDIO,
This D/Storey 3 bedroom 46,5 SOM, BE QUICK

hpm?vllocalt;d n 2{1/\_/ﬁry @ Great buy and excellent
g';ii/_ foﬁ faan '(hl da%e% h (@) returns. This property is in
’I'u‘ y Turnishe ’d at d = prime location with amenities
cozy |V|ngkr_oom, gargen an D right on the door step.
One car paring Q Foreign owned.
Price: 795000 THB | G - . Price: 15,000THB/M
! —h
CONDO STUDIO 37SQM @) TOWNHOUSE/GUESTHOUS
Foreign Owned, Central @ Prime location mins from inner city con-
Location and close to all 7] sist of: 5 Lge Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms,
Amenities, gives this 2 1 2 Living Room, Huge Kitchen
property excellent Q Ideal for Ige Family or mini Guesthouse
investment or living. 3 This fantastic is great value
(@)
)
5 2= Al Price:13,000THB /M = 140 MUANG -/ ' - Price:75,000,000 THB
HOUSE WITH CHARM — GUEST HOUSE/HOTEL EXCELLENT
q . " @ FREEHOLD, BUSINESS & PROERTY
Located to major amenities .- _.-=="""“--. INVESTMENT SITED on 1 Rai
comprising; 3 Bedrooms, — B | ocated Prime Inner City Location is an
s Bl 3 Bathrooms, A/C, H/W, - excellent opportunity to acquire your own
Garden and 1 Car space O) real estate and business. Features Include;
PLUS fully furnished. -~ 80 rooms accommodation, Fully Fur-
’ﬁ nished, A/C, H/W, Plenty of Parking, Ground Floor retail outlets.
U1
3 -i= [, Price: 50,000 THB/M o
N
COLONIAL HOME @) FULLY RENOVATED
JUST MOVE IN 4= Sited on 67.30 SQ Wah this
_— . N = neat and tidy home C/W with
Featuring; Fully Furnished 5 =) 3 bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, H/

bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 2
Kitchen “Thai & Western,
Maid Quarters Garden and 2
Car spacing.

\
]

& W, Lounge/Dining and Modern
Style Kitchen is ideal for family
living.

EXCELLENT VALUE

Price:2.500,000 THB

ABSOLUTE BEST VALUE
MOUNTAIN & CITY VIEWS

Located mins from Central Shop Centre
and Inner City. 10" Floor 135 SQM of
living C/W Western Kitchen 2 Bedroom,
Built In Robe, 2 Bathrooms, 2 Balconies,
Large Living Area & Plenty of Storage
PLUS parking and 24 hour Security.
Foreigner Owned

AN

NS = - = Price: 4,100,000 THB

_|
L

Condo, 24 Hr Security with Pool and
Tennis, F/Renovated, C/W Mod/
Kitch, 2 BA, A/C, F/Furn is in a prime
location with all services right on your
door step. All you need is your suite
case and just move in.

Price:1,500,000 THB Lus!it - Price: 1,800,000 THB

Situated in prime city location attract-
ing and catering for both Foreign and
§ Thai customers. With its alfresco
dining area along with tasteful inte-
rior decor gives this 80seating plus
N business the highest degree of profes-
sionalism. INCLUDES: FULL S/S
¢3 kitchen, ROOMS FOR RENT/LIVE

Est. over 3 yrs and well respected within its
industry this agency has a complete business
infrastructure and clientele of over 600. Ideal
husband and wife team business. The agency
needs to expand all over Thailand which will
give immediate returns and ongoing income.
A MUST FOR INSPECTION

Walk In Walk Out

WOJ" WelISSu ‘MMM




Page 4 Expat Newsletter

INNCCENT BYSTANBER L. R .
The only exact speed limit signs in

Thailand are on hairpin curves in the

(7
- N _ Unlimited mountains. Approaching a town you’ll see
REDUCE SPEED. How do you enforce

b L
- SR this law? (“Officer, | was going 126, but

14% of Bangkok policemen—665 of slowed to 124 through town until | saw a
them—recently failed an official test on ‘resume speed’ sign but there wasn’t one
Thai traffic laws and are not allowed to so I slowed to 122. Do | have to continue
write tickets until American Speed Limits: Exact reducing speed until the car has
they pass. stopped or until I’'m dead?”)
Personally | don’t know 4 Unlike these flexible “reduce speed”

Speed

how anyone keeps track
of the ever-changing laws
in Thailand. Today: Bars
must close at 2 am.
Tomorrow: From now
on, bars must close at 12
a.m. Okay, you can stay open until 1 a.m.
if you’re on the corner, okay, fine, until 4
a.m. if your doors are closed, you have
scantily-clad women cavorting about and
your uncle wears a uniform. As of
yesterday, you can’t buy beer until 5 p.m.
at the Convenience Store, okay, you can
buy beer anytime at the neighborhood We
Don’t Care About Laws Store right
around the corner. Until October
sometime, there’s no charge for a tourist
visa in Mae Sai, but, as of whenever, to
cross the border for 3.94 days, you must
show them 21,354 baht, perform a
traditional Thai dance naked, and leave
your first-born child or a bottle of Spey
Royal, depending on how they feel at the
moment.

requests, American signs are precise.
SPEED LIMIT 7. (“I’m sorry, Officer,
but my speedometer doesn’t have a 7.”)

Highway patrolman have fancy machines
that know how fast you are going,
whether you are carrying drugs in your
spare tire and how much beer you bought
at the last convenience store. Some states

even have high-tech cameras that record B

your speed, take a photo of your license
plate and then send you the photo and a
ticket to pay through the mail. They sent
me a photo of my license plate so | sent
them a photo of my check.

Speed limits in Thailand are more
personal than universal. You have a
hunched, wizened, one-legged bicyclist
traveling a bit below worm pace and a
young buck in his new Nissan Death
finder with his foot glued to the floor,
speed determined only by which gear he’s
in. The bigger it is, the faster it can go,
and the bigger right of way it has, no
matter how wrong it is.
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The Wisdom of the West says: If you're
on a motorcycle, ride like you’re invisible
because cars do not see you. In the East,
they see you since bikes are everywhere;
however on the highway, they assume
you’re on the far shoulder of the road,
traveling about 30 mph. If you’re on a big
bike, in the middle of “your” lane going
100, or on a Honda Dream at 60 dreaming
you’re going 100, think Thai or die,
because a very big bus is going to pass,
come into “your” lane, straight into your
face, its driver assuming he has enough
time to get back in his lane or that you’re
going to be meekly riding an inch from
the ditch. If you think American, angry
because it’s “invading your space” and
start yelling, your own words will be the
last thing you hear before the final thunk
*and you personally get
to meet Buddha.
You can’t fight ’em.
Join ’em. Get into their
brain before their front
& bumper gets into yours.
Thai Speed Limits: Flexible Ifyou Fion L
I’ll bring a
beer and toast you in the morgue, if I can
figure out when the store sells it.

(Excerpt from Scott Jones’ new book
Life in the Laugh Lane: facts, fiction and
photos from America to Asia available at
Gecko Books, Backstreet Books and On
the Road Books.)

ondudu
ARATIHIGY

CITY LIMIT
NEDUCE SPEED

il’s Bytes-
By Bill Dahm
DRM - What Does it Mean to You?

DRM, or Digital Rights Management, as it is
affectionately called, is a copy-protection
mechanism used by record companies, movie
studios and other media companies to
enforce copyright provisions. These are
widely circumvented, and, particularly here
in Thailand, it is very easy to get pirated
copies of movies and music from local
sources.

Even for those who want to avoid paying
nominal costs, file sharing programs such as
Limewire and Kazaa or protocols such as

music and movies free on the internet. What
could be better than free? Over 50 years ago,
in the landmark Sony Betamax case, the

principle of “fair use” was established. This "

stated that it was OK for one to record and
view TV programs recorded on a videotape
machine for one’s personal use. Any com-
mercial activity, however, was not allowed.

Now, jump ahead to the 1990’s when
file-sharing networks such as Napster made
music essentially free for the taking. People
made their entire CD libraries freely
available over the Internet. This started
running afoul of the principle of “fair use”
because it wasn’t a matter of perhaps letting
your friend use your CD or individual MP3

F

BitTorrent make it possible to download |

I!

file to make a copy for himself. Interestingly
enough, Cds themselves are not DRM
protected. Now it was possible to make your
entire library available to virtually anyone on
the Internet using the same file sharing
software. The effect of file sharing on CD
sales is still a hotly contested topic.

Instead of adapting to the emerging digital
revolution and coming up with a model
distribution system of their own, the record
companies resorted to a rear-guard action by
suing the owners of file sharing systems such
as Napster and Kazaa in order to shut them
down, an effort which was upheld in the
courts, and to go after individuals who were
using such systems.

It took Apple
Computer’s Steve Jobs
to come up with a
system known as iTunes
to provide a paid model
] for digital downloads. At
99 cents a song or $9.99 per album, music
was available, legal and affordable. The
popularity of the iPod portable music player,
and the ease-of-use of iTunes made the
combination a runaway success. | will talk
more about iTunes next time.

One problem was that even the iTunes model
relied on DRM, which created its own
problems. First, music downloaded from the
iTunes Music Store could be played on the
iPod and not readily on other MP3 music
players. There have been lawsuits in Europe,

particularly the Scandinavian countries, to
force Apple to become interoperable by
making its DRM available to other music
players. Apple has steadfastly refused to do
this. A couple of months ago, Steve Jobs
challenged the record industry to allow its
digital music to be provided DRM free. One
company, EMI, the smallest of the big labels,
has said it will make its digit catalog DRM
free starting in May. If one of the larger
labels follows suit, it could be the end of
DRM. It’s not as though DRM has been that
effective anyway, because most DRM
schemes have already been cracked by
hackers.

The movie industry has been observing all of
this on the sidelines. They figured they
would be fighting the same war when movies
became available on DVD and on the
Internet. It is for this reason that the industry
has made demands that Microsoft implement
specific hardware and software requirements
within Vista to thwart the playing of pirated
HD (High Definition) DVDs on Windows
machines. Hackers have already
circumvented some of these measures, but
this is just one more reason for the typical
user to avoid Vista for the time being.

So, as we’ve seen, it’s a minefield out there
right now, particularly if you want to play,
let’s say less-than-legal, audio and video
content on your computer. Chances are it will
still work, but it will become increasingly
hard to do so in the future.
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Author Book Reading

The Neilson Hays library, Bangkok, is pleased to present a
season of Art Workshops concluding in November with an Art
Fair and then in December with an Art Silent Auction

The Reckoning Jim Newport, Thursday 8" June 6.30 — 8.00

]

From Paris to Angkor Wat, ancient Siam to
modern-day Bangkok. Follow the vampire
Ramonne's quest for the secrets of his past.
Ramonne Delacroix - the enigma. 175 year old
French vampire. Resident of the ancient
kingdom of Siam and modern-day Bangkok.
Murderer with countless victims. Witness to
history in three centuries. Hitman.

Martin Larue - rich expat - changed forever by
his encounters with the vampire. With the founding of an
orphanage and school in Cambodia, outside the gates of the
ancient temples of Angkor. Martin's 'brood' of twelve orphans,
has become everything to him.

Finding his ancient journal in Paris, Ramonne retraces the
fateful journey that he made in 1858 with Henri Mohout to
Southeast Asia. In Angkor, Martin's fate is once again entwined
with Ramonne, when the vampire encounters Zhoupeng the
thousand-year old creature whose bite originally transformed
him. A battle between two powerful demons transpires.

"The Reckoning" is book number three in "The Vampire Of
Siam" trilogy.

l

JIM NEWTPORT

195 Surawongse Road, Bangkok
Tel; 02 233 1731 Fax; 02 233 4999
Email: neilson@loxinfo.co.th
www.neilsonhayslibrary.com
BTS: Chong Nonsee MRTA: Sam Yan

s
A
NE[LSON HAYS LIBRARY

About JIM NEWPORT
James (Jim) Newport is a Writer and Emmy-nominated
Production Designer of both film and television. He divides his
time between Thailand and Los Angeles.

Newport’s film credits include “BROKEDOWN PALACE,”
“THE STEPFATHER” and “HEART LIKE A WHEEL.” In
television he has set the “look™ for many series by designing
the pilot episodes of “THE LYON’S DEN,” “THE SHIELD, ™’
“THE EDUCATION OF MAX BICKFORD” and “CHINA
BEACH.” His work on “THE PIANO LESSON” for the
Hallmark Hall Of Fame was nominated for an Emmy in Art
Direction. He was the Production Designer of “BANGKOK
DANGERQUS” starring Nicolas Cage. It is a remake by the
Pang Brothers of their landmark Thai film. In July he will join
the crew of the ABC TV Series “LOST” in Hawaii as Designer
of the fourth season of the very popular show.

EURO DESIGN
AND BUILD CO.LTD.

o Completion

From Concept !

Architectual and Design Consultancy,
High Quality Workmanship to Excellent Standards,
Trustworthy, Honest and Reliable, References Provided

Office and Fax: 053 812987 Mobiles: 08 5040 5401 or 08 4611 6989
E-Mail: info@euro-designandbuild.com
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What’s on in Chiang Mai?

“That’s Entertainment!”

When:

7 p.m., 9th June 2007
Where:

Sofitel Riverside Hotel
Admission:

100 Baht for children and

student, 200 Baht for adults
Contact: Becky Lomax, email:
rlomax@loxinfo.co.th

Chiang Mai Choral Society
International will present a
varied program on 9th June, 7
p.m., at the new hall at the
Sofitel hotel. Adults 200 Baht,
children and students 100 Baht.
The program will include fa-
mous Hollywood movie
themes,  Strauss  waltzes,
medleys from Les Miserables
and the Phantom of the Opera,
along with four of Brahms’
Love Waltzes.

The Tuskers Cup

When: 4th - 10th June 2007
Where:
Tuskers Bar, Chaiyaphum Soi 1
Admission: 300 Baht
Contact: 08-7180-4665 (Eng)
08-6914-8228 (Thai)
A knockout 8-ball pool tourna-
ment played between 4th—
10th of June, to win 20,000
Baht in cash! For more
information and a map, please
visit www.tuskersbar.com

“Pra Maha Chanok” Play

When: 23th - 27th May 2007
Where:
Kad Theater, Kad Suan Kaew
Admission: free
Contact: 02-7313-7057
Website: www.pp-gen.com
The play celebrates the 80th
anniversary of His Majesty

King Bhumibol “Pra Maha
Chanok”. Performances are
twice-a-day at 1 p.m. and 6
p.m. at Kad Theater, 5th Floor,
Kad Suan Kaew. Tickets are
available at the booth in front
of Ban Lan Tong Hall.

International Conference
on Religion and Culture

When: 24th - 30th June 2007
Where: Sirindhorn Educational
Resource Center, Payap
University

Admission: free

Contact: 053-217-271

Website: http://isrc.payap.ac.th
The Conference is being
planned and hosted by Payap
University's Institute for the
Study of Religion and Culture
and is being co-sponsored by a
large number of academic and
religious organizations. The
Conference will coincide with
the publication of the Thai
translation of H. Richard
Niebuhr's Christ and Culture.
Keynote. Presentations and
panels will focus on the
relation of religion and culture
from inter-religious and
cross-cultural perspectives.
Speakers and panelists will
include leading international
scholars from Buddhist,
Christian, East Asian, Hindu,
Islamic, Modern Tribal and
Secular traditions. Speakers
will represent a variety of
academic fields and disciplines,
including the comparative
study of religion, the history of
religion, the study of particular
religious communities,
theology and social sciences

M’rh:ﬁm@j&

Would you like to meet genuine Thai Iadles seeking long term relationships or

marriage?

Then Please come and visit us or view our website where we have many Thai
ladies waiting for you. Then you can be one of the many happy couples from Just

Thai Ladies

: 0-5327-0070, 08-1716-4869 / Email: admin@)justthailadies.com

website: www.justthailadies.com
Please note: We are not an Escort Agency

For Taxi: 328 Myzﬁml,%mﬂmju,auﬁ a.F9aa1% 8.LiaaTeslng
328 Chiang Mai Land, T. Chang Klan A. Muang Chiang Mai
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CEC meeting: ISAC “You are what you eat”

Organic food is all the rage these days —
consumers in the West flock to
supermarkets and farmers' markets to buy
produce that has not been tainted by
chemicals or genetic engineering, often
paying a significant premium for
peace-of-mind. The old adage, “You Are
What You Eat”, takes on a whole new
meaning when you investigate a little and
find out how your vegetables and fruits
were grown. This is especially true in
Thailand, where, in contrast to the West,
harmful pesticides and chemicals are still
used on a massive scale.

However, organic food production is not
just about a photogenic farmer and his
wife selling fresh eggs and beautiful
tomatoes.

Organic food production must be seen in
the wider context of sustainable
agriculture, involving a dramatic
paradigm-shift away from the destructive
agricultural practices adopted worldwide
over the past century or so.

One of the most critical issues facing the
world today is not energy resources or
global-warming — it is the fact that there is
a rapidly developing “soil shortage”.

This problem of soil erosion through
“rapid growing field turnover” is caused

Expat Newsletter

by the widespread
adoption of
agricultural
practices that have
devastated the
world’s arable land
and wider environ-

ment, both on
social and natural
levels. Intense and

continuous farming, instead of the age-old
practice of alternating growing fields
season-by-season, the use of massive
amounts of chemicals in order to fool
mother nature, adoption of modern
technology at the expense of indigenous
knowledge and the dependence of
export-oriented markets have impacted all
countries, but nowhere is it felt more than
in the developPing world.

The result is that more-and-more food
is produced in soil which has less-and-less
nutritional value. Worse yet, we are
eating increasing amounts of food that is
genetically modified—filled with
chemicals, and the long-term effects are
still unknown, but the implications are
quite apparent. Again, it is the developing
nations, home to the world's most suscep-
tible population, that suffers the most.

ISAC (The Institute
for Sustainable

¥ (self-reliance,
—a Natural production and local knowledge
= transfer), with a new economic model

Split level Condo to let
4 air con, 2 bed, 2 Bath, 2 living room

“/Must be seen to appreciate high
j standard of this condo, Available
... around end June, Riverside Condo

~ on 19" Floor. Fantastic views from
2 balconies of River Ping City and
==, mountains. Next to Holiday Inn.
Completely refurbished,
Everything new, new Kitchen, 2 new Bathrooms, 2 Balconies,
2 living rooms, Large walk in clothes room. Master bedroom
has on suite Over 100 sg/m rent

Email: walterthai@hotmail.com
Tel: Parichad 08-9071-3771 or Walter 08-7998-0074
Also 2 luxury condo to let in Bangkok

HILLSIDE 4 CONDO FOR RENT

45M?Fully Furnished with Kltchenette Pool View,
24 hr Security, ADSL, Cable
T.V., In house laundry Service,
Health Club, Spa & Massage,
Mini Mart, High Speed Internet
Café, and excellent Japanese and
Thai Restaurant both provide
room service. Baht 10,000 per
month.

Call David, 08-6190-9660

Agricultural
Communities), a local
Thai NGO, has been
working in the Chiang
Mai area for the past
14 vyears, addressing
the issues detailed
above. ISAC have
developed a model for
“Sustainable Agricul-
tural  Communities”,
which  have been
successfully founded
throughout the
region.

These communities
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are based on combining the best practices
of organic and sustainable agriculture
wise use of resources,

based on “alternative market-
ing” (collaborative and fair pricing, local
A distribution, direct sales and

S8 farmer-ownership of retail sites).
- Through a close collaborative relationship

between all members of a community,
both farmers and consumers, the
community as a whole generates
food-security, self-sufficiency, a healthy
environment and general social
well-being.

The key principles of the sustainable
agricultural community model include the
direct marketing of produce by the
farming communities, and the building of
participatory opportunities for knowledge
transfer, information and implementation.
As such, ISAC has founded an Organic
Farmers Market and Warehouse, centrally
located in the city.

The Warehouse and the twice-weekly
farmers’ market sell organic produce
direct from local farmers' groups to both
consumers and wholesalers. Products on
offer vary according to both season and
availability, as farmers are encouraged to
initially fulfill their own consumption
needs and then sell any remaining
produce.

ISAC's objectives in opening and running
the Organics Warehouse are primarily to
provide a viable market outlet for
producers and a source of safe, local
produce at a fair price for consumers.
They also aim to provide a platform to
inform and influence consumer-behaviour,
the community at large and policy makers,
and to create a symbol and a home for the
sustainable communities and fair trade
movement in Chiang Mai and Thailand.
ISAC is supported in this endevour by a
network of organisations, foundations and
sponsors including  NORTHNET and
Oxfam UK.

1
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Riverside Classy

Condominium

Delightful, 46 Sq.M, 11th FlIr.
All New Décor

European Granite Kitchen
Everything Furnished

Just Bring your Clothes
Direct Phone

Only 12,000 Baht/Month

(long term)
Short-term also Welcome

Contact Joyce Tel: 0-5380-1450
Email: intbusbroker@yahoo.com
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ASIAN
TSUNAMI TALE

By Mo Tejani

Continued from last issue:

Meanwhile, | was frantic with worry.
Dead bodies were being pulled out of the
water by the Moken, and | wasn’t sure if
Pranee would be one of them. How would
I survive without her? How would | tell
her mother she was gone? Would the
same Mother Nature that | loved so much
be cruel enough to take her away from
me? The beach, where we had taken a
moonlit walk the night before, was no
longer traversable. It was cluttered with
debris from hundreds of fallen tents and
shattered buildings. The restaurant where
we had eaten breakfast that morning was a
pile of rubble. The Audio Visual Room,
where we had watched videos of marine
life in the Andaman Sea the night before,
had collapsed, the roof swept off, with all
the tables and chairs splintered and
floating in knee-deep water.

| found her after two desperate hours of
searching all over the island. | hugged her
close to me for an eternity, fearful of
losing her again.

All around us, people were yelling out
names of missing loved ones, many of
them passengers from the cruise liner,

-
% acknowledge her near brush with death.
A She ignored her bleeding leg. “There is
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Ocean Princess, that had anchored off-
shore just that morning. Pranee refused to

much to do,” she told me. “That man
whose family was missing saved my life.
I must help others now.”

For the next few hours, she helped tourists
look for their loved ones and got children
to high ground in case there was another
wave. A Japanese woman who couldn’t
find her husband needed consoling.
Norwegians were desperate for
information on how to get off the island.
A French woman wanted to know if she’d
be able to get an official paper from the
marine park authorities to reclaim her lost
possessions from her insurance company.
Pranee became an unofficial translator.
Meanwhile, Moken fisherman and park
guides moved floating corpses to higher
ground, where we all waited near the
water tanks, wondering if we would ever
get off the island. Thais and foreigners
consoled each other. Then, as daylight
faded, word came that the Ocean Princess
would take us all on board. Her crew, in
yellow life vests, passed out water bottles
and food in Styrofoam containers to us on
the hillside. Pranee exchanged hers with a
Muslim woman who feared that the fried
rice meal she got might contain pork or
non-halal chicken.

Hair Waxing:
® Eye brows, Face (200-300B.)
® Arms, Legs (200-900B.)

Massages: (250-350B/hr.)
® Aroma Oil Massage
® Back, Shoulder & Head Massage
® Foot, Back Massage

Beauty:
® Manicure & Pedicure (380 B.)

® Body Scrubs (350 B.)

Special Package 1.5 Hrs. 1,050 B.
Facial Spa & Head Massage
Manicure & Pedicure & Foot Spa

“Nails

. Massage

e Back, Chest (450 - 600B.) ® Bikini, Line (300-900B.)

® Traditional Thai Massage

® Foot Spa

® Facial Treatment (500B.)
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As darkness fell, the evacuation by long-
tail boats to the Ocean Princess began.
Many of the Thai survivors were scared to
brave the sea again. Pranee convinced
some of them that the safest place for the
night was on the ship, since there was no
more food, water, or shelter on the island.
On board, she directed the sick and in-
jured to the doctor and nurse, and only
when they had been attended to did she
ask the nurse to clean up her leg wounds.
She then persuaded the Thai captain to
open up vacant rooms for the traumatized.
She translated all Thai intercom an-
nouncements into English for the foreign-
ers: “Free buffet dinner is served in the
main dining hall for all new arrivals.”
“Bathroom and sleeping arrangements
will be on the seventh floor”

“There will be a free cabaret show tonight
for all on board.”

To be continued in the next issue

Mo Tejani is a travel writer [
who has lived in five continents gty
including 14 years in Thailand.
His autobiographical travel
memoir “A Chameleon’s Tale:
True Stories of a Global
Refugee” is available at
bookstores in Thailand, and on
line at www.amazon.com and
www.piaboonpublishing.com.
He currently resides in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Website: www.mo-tejani.com

Package 1* (2hrs) (1,250 Baht)

Herbal Steam & Body Scrub & Aroma Oil Massage

Package 2* (3hrs) (1,450Baht)

Herbal Steam & Body Scrub & Aroma Oil Massage & Traditional Thai Massage
Package 3* (3hrs) (1,700Baht)

Herbal Steam & Body Scrub & Aroma Oil Massage & Facial Treatment
(scrub-massage-masques)

Package 4* (4hrs) (1,950Baht)

Herbal Steam & Body Scrub & Aroma Oil Massage & Facial Treatment
(scrub-massage-masques) &Manicure & Pedicure

Package 5* (4hrs) (2,150Baht)

Herbal Steam & Body Scrub & Body Wrap & Head Massage

& Aroma Oil Massage & Manicure & Pedicure

The gift for your health and someone you care for.

Information / Reservation Open daily 10 a.m. — 8 p.m.
08-6916-6585, 08-1883-3033 (English speaking)
*10% Discount or Free foot massage for CEC Member*

Reservation: 08-6916-6585, 0-5389-4156 ,open daily 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Address: 51 Nimmanhaemin Rd., Suthep, Muang, Chiang Mai, 50200.
Email: ro_bin01@hotmail.com (Between Soi13-15 Nimanhaemin Rd.)

333/1 Soi Sukasem, Nimmanhaemin Rd., T. Suthep, A. Muang, Chiang Mai 50200
(5 minutes walk from Amari Hotel, 100 meters behind the Siam Commercial Bank)
For Taxi: nuufiusnumiiung, idrmasing o Inowidisd 100 was agnadnaiia, naufisnaula 103
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approval from the ministry or
department concerned.
Criteria for consideration
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accordance with Clause 2.3,
permission will be granted for
not more than 1 year at a time.

By Jaroonroat Krasaesuk 1.The foreign applicant must Criteria for consideration
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m Legal Beagle
Types and purposes of passport.
“NON-IMMIGRANT VISA™ e |etter of confirmation from
(PART 111) government unit at depart-
From the 5th issue of the ment level or a letter of
Newsletter | have been confirmation of request made

explaining the criteria, conditions
and documents required for each
category of Non-Immigrant Visa
in Thailand (type B, B-A, IB, IM
and ED). | hope this information
has helped you to have better
understanding of the types of
Non-Immigrant visa available.
For those who missed the
previous articles you can find
them on the website:
www.chiangmaiexpatsclub.com/
expatnewsletter; if you have any
questions, please feel free to
contact me via email at
tom@soschiangmai.com.

This week, | am explaining
Non-Immigrant visa types “RS”,
“MH’ HRH, and HEXH.

6. ""RS" - Scientific research or

teaching in a research or educa-

tional institution in  Thailand.

Criteria for consideration

1.The foreign applicant must
hold a temporary visa (non-
immigrant visa); and

2.Confirmation that a request
has been made by the college
dean or by the head of the re-
search institute.

3.1n cases of teacher apprentice-
ships or carrying out research
work in a college or at a
research institute, confirmation
that a request has been made
by the government agency
concerned .

Documentation required:

e Application form.
e A copy of applicant’s

by the college dean or by the
head of the research institute.

® Only in the cases described
in the above criterion, the
applicant must submit a letter
of confirmation of request
from the government agency
concerned.

® Job description

e Resume and certificates of
educational qualifications

e FEvidence of previous salary
Employment contract

7. "M" Performance of

duties connected with the mass

media.

Criteria for consideration

1.The foreign applicant must
hold a temporary visa
(non-immigrant visa); and

2.Confirmation that a request
has been made by Department

of Public Relations or
Department of Information,
the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs.

Documentation required:

e Application form

e A copy of the applicant’s
passport

e A copy of work permit

® A letter of confirmation of
request from the Department
of Public Relations or
Department of Information,

the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

8. "R" - Missionary work with

hold a temporary visa (non-
immigrant visa); and
2.Confirmation has been given
by the Department of Reli-
gious Affairs or by the  Na-
tional Buddhism Office; and
3.Confirmation that a request
has been given by the reli-
gious organization with whom
the applicant is stationed.
Documentation required:

e Application form.

e A copy of the applicant’s
passport.

e A letter of confirmation from
the Department of Religious
Affairs or from National
Buddhism Office.

® A letter of confirmation and
request made by the
religious organization where
the applicant is stationed.

9. "Ex" Performance of
skilled or expert work.
The applicant is the head of an
office or an overseer of
employees, or is an expert or any
other person who has been
appointed to perform his/her
duties or responsibilities in the
Kingdom in accordance with an
agreement made with an organi-
zation or with an international
bureau by the Government of
Thailand (in accordance with
Section 15(5) of Immigration
Act, B.E. 2522):
1.If the person holds a passport
that has a visa or has a visa
exemption in accordance with
Clause 2.1 or 2.2, permission
will be granted according to
the need.
2.1f the person holds a passport
that has been stamped in

1.He/she is a head of an organi-
zation or of an international
bureau whose operation is
covered by Thai Law to work
in Thailand, or has been
approved by the Government
of Thailand, or is an employee
or an expert or any other
person who has been
appointed by the organization
or an international bureau
mentioned above, to perform
his/her duties or responsibili-
ties in the Kingdom for that
organization or for the said
international bureau or for the
Government of Thailand, in
accordance with an agreement

made by Thai government
with that organization,
international bureau or the

government of that country;
and

2.He/she holds a passport that
has a visa or has a visa
exemption in accordance with
Clause 2.1 or 2.2 or 2.3; and

3. He/she has been approved by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
or by a government depart-
ment or an equivalent thereof.

Documentation required:

e Application form.

e A copy of the applicant’s
passport.

® A letter of confirmation and
request made by the organi-
zation or agency concerned.

Note for category 6 (RS) to 9

(EX)

Fee: 2,000 Baht for single,

5,000 Baht for multiple entries

Length of stay: 90 days

Where to apply: Thai embassies

and consulates in abroad

Processing period: 1 week

This column is supported by SOS Emergency Assistance for Foreigners in Chiang Mai
www.soschiangmai.com

' www.chinarice.org
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