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Coming Events &Coming Events &Coming Events &
Future SpeakersFuture SpeakersFuture Speakers

September 22nd, 2007September 22nd, 2007
Scott JonesScott Jones
Singing, telling jokes andSinging, telling jokes and
making everyone feel happy onmaking everyone feel happy on
CEC second year anniversary.CEC second year anniversary.

October 13th, 2007October 13th, 2007
To be announcedTo be announced

October 27th, 2007October 27th, 2007
Student from Far East ernStudent from Far East ern
University will present theirUniversity will present their
national awarded SIFE projectnational awarded SIFE project
“ P ro j e ct o f B ui ldi n g“ P ro j e ct o f B ui ldi n g
Sustainable Careers for HIVSustainable Careers for HIV--
affected Families” (Wishingaffected Families” (Wishing
for HIVfor HIV-- affected Families)affected Families)

Chiang Mai Expats Club aims
to help expats expand
friendships and improve their
quality of life here. We try to
serve the community of
foreigners by making it easier
to understand the laws,
language and li festyle needs of
our members and guests.

Through the actions of our
members and committees,
with meetings twice-a-month,
we strive to ease you into
Chiang Mai culture by liaising
with immigration and law
enforcement offici als, medical
and insurance providers, bus-
inaess and property services
and more.

It is our hope that through the
efforts of the Chiang Mai
Expats Club we can help
members to success fully
integrate into the Thai
community in Chiang Mai and
make contributions of our own
for the benefit of all.

The Chiang Mai Expats Club
meets every 2nd and 4th
Saturday of the month at the

Chiang Mai Orchid Hotel,
Huay Kaew Rd. The meetings
start at 10.30 a.m., but
members and guests are
encouraged to start arriving
from 10.00 a.m.

The meetings are great fun,
with a wide variety of
speakers, an open forum, free
legal advice, and a free draw
offering such pri zes as
television sets, microwaves,
DVD players and gi ft
vouchers.

There is also an opportunity to
meet with members of the
special interest groups. For
more information about CEC
can be contacted by e-mail at:
info@chiangmaiexpatsclub.com

Chiangmai Expats Club PageChiangmai Expats Club Page

“a credit to the Thai
community, not a

burden”
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Our MissionOur Mission

The cost of lifetime membership is only 600
baht. To become a member you will need
Two photos (2.5 x 2.5 cm). Please come to
the meeting where one of the board
members will be happy to assist you in
completing the membership form.

Special Interest Groups (SIGs)Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

CEC MembershipCEC Membership

CEC has a number of Special Interest
Groups that meet at various times and places
to suit that groups individual members. If
you are interested in becoming a member of
any of the groups listed below please contact
the group coordinator at a CEC meeting or
by email at info@chiangmaiexpatsclub.com.
Board and Card Game: Chris Hedges
Charities: Malcolm Logan
Computer: Bill Dahm
Dining Out Group: Paul Schoenkopf
Hiking: TBA
Gay/Lesbian Friends: Neil Robinson
Investment: Ellen Parsons
Language Club: Elena Edwards
Photography: Mike See
Radio-Controlled Models: Malcolm Logan
Reading group: Janet Greenleaf
Writing Group: Lee Thomas
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"CEC exceeds their Fun"CEC exceeds their Fun
Quota with Scott Jones"Quota with Scott Jones"

“The black spot on Scott's face in the photo is a wireless
microphone, not a cockroach."

Musician, comedian, writer, photographer
Scott Jones to perform multi-media show for
CEC 2nd Anniversary meeting on 22nd
September. See Innocent Bystander column
for details
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What are the requirements ifWhat are the requirements if
you are hol di ng a Nonyou are hol di ng a Non
Immigrant visa?Immigrant visa?

1. Re-entry permit
All visa holders are required to apply for a
re-entry permit before leaving the
Kingdom. The visa will automatically
expire i f you leave the Kingdom with no
re-entry permit. This is one of the most
common problems I have seen whilst
acting as a volunteer at the Immigration
Office in Chiang Mai.
Many people misunderst and the
difference between an extension of stay
and re-entry permit. The key point is your
“ extension of stay” stamp is the
controlling date. Everything is dependent
on this date. Your re-entry permit or work
permit is only valid until the date stamped
in your passport on which you must leave
the country. Any re-entry permit you
obtain will expire when your “ extension
of stay” expires. If you depart the count ry
without a re-entry permit, your “ extension
of stay” is invalidated as well as your
work permit.

2. Reporting your Stay every 90 days
You are required to report to Immigration

Police every 90 days (for persons on a
long term extension of stay). Persons
holding a multiple
entry visa will
s imply dep art
Thailand and renew
their extension of
stay after each 90
day entry. If you
r e p o r t t o
immigration, you
will receive a slip
indicating the next
date when you are
supposed to drop
by. Reporting your stay over 90 days is
fairly straight forward. You simply need
to fill out the necessary form (TM. 47).
No copies of passport pages or passport
pictures are necessary, if you report in
person. There are penalties for not
reporting or reporting late. If you report
late, there is a 2,000 Baht fine plus 200
Baht for each day lat e. If you fail to
report, then the fine is 5,000 baht and 200
Baht for each day late.
You may have a relative or friend report
on your behal f. You can report by mail.
(below copied from the website of the
immigration office)

1. Copy of ALL passport pages (up to the
latest arrival stamp in the Kingdom or
latest visa stamp)
2. Copy of arrival/departure card TM. 6
(front and back)
3. Previous notifications of staying over
90 days (if any)

4. Completely filled in and
signed notification form TM. 47
5. Envelope with 5 Baht stamp
affixed and the return address of
the foreigner for the officer in
charge to send back the lower
part of form TM.47 after having
received the notification. This
part must be kept for reference
and for future notifi cations of
staying over 90 days.
6. The above ment ioned

documents must be sent by registered mail
and the receipt of the registration kept by
the foreigner. Post at least 7 days before
the renewal date to:

90 Days Registration, Room 20690 Days Registration, Room 206
Immigration Bureau,Immigration Bureau,

507 Soi Suan Plu,507 Soi Suan Plu,
South Sathorn Rd.,South Sathorn Rd.,

Thungmahamek Sathorn,Thungmahamek Sathorn,
Bangkok 10120Bangkok 10120

Legal BeagleLegal Beagle
By Jaroonroat Krasaesuk

If you have any question regarding visa
or legal matters, please feel free to
contact me via email at

tom@soschiangmai.com

CEC MEETING NOTESCEC MEETING NOTES
by Michael LaRocca

On September 22, we'll celebrate the
second birthday of CEC with two great
events.
First, we have the meeting at the Chiang
Mai Orchid Hotel. Scott Jones, as you
probably recall, is an accomplished stand
up comic and singer/songwriter who
brought the CEC audience to their feet
with a rapturous standing ovation when he
was our guest earlier in the year. But he
has a new hip this time, which comes all
the way from India. They gave him a do-it
-yoursel f kit called Suture Self.
Later in the evening, there will be a
celebratory party at Tusker's. A free
buffet dinner as well as free beer, wine
an d so ft d rin ks . W ri t e to
cecparty@gmail.com about that if you
haven't already.
Meanwhile, we had quite a good meeting
on September 8. Full house, chairs along
the walls, people standing because we ran
out of chairs. That's one reason you want
to be early.
There are people from many nations,
some of which are Thailand's neighbors
and some of which are a bit farther away,
visiting Baan Papai Village to learn from
its self-suffici ent lifestyle. But if you live

in Chiang Mai, it's only 40 km away.
First we heard from Martin and Tammy
from Payap University. Then we heard
from four students from the Youth Camp
at Baan Papai, and if we hadn't been told
this was their first time doing public
speaking in English, we wouldn't have
known.
Baan Papai, which means Bamboo Forest,
was established according to His Majesty
the King's concept of a suffi ciency
economy. Self-reliance means you don't
need to be greedy because you're content
with what you have. When you think
about it, isn't that easier than taking
advantage of others? It's certainly less
stress ful.
So how is this village of roughly 700
people able to sustain itself? Mostly
through farming. Organic vegetables,
pigs, chickens. They also produce
handmade goods. Since they won fi rst
prize in the country last year among
self-sustaining villages, they're certainly
doing something worth emulating.
They're concerned with recycling, waste
management, caring for the environment,
and their impact on the community. They
welcome cultural exchange and tourism,
but not of the commercial variety,
because they have a great thing going.
They are drug and alcohol free, and they

ask any visitors to please dress politely.
Students from the SIFE Payap Team go
there to learn as well. Free Enterprise
students wish to help communities
through practical application of what they
have learned, and this is one way to do
that.
You can attend classes at Baan Papai
Village. Many do. Baan Papai offers
"home stay" for people from all over the
world. They give lessons in traditional
Thai massage. They teach Thai language.
Also, the students from the Youth Camp
spoke about their English classes, with
students from ages 6 to 60. One young
man told us about going home after class
and being able to practice English with
his mum, his dad and his auntie because
they're his classmates. Now how cool is
that?
The meeting featured another fine Open
Forum (informative and entertaining),
another pile of great Lucky Draw prizes
that I didn't win, the Book and DVD
Exchange, and the open bar.
The September 22 meeting begins at
10:30am, but you probably want to be
there earlier than that. The party at
Tuskers begins at 7pm, and you want to
RSVP if you haven't already. Details at
http://www. chiangmaiexpatsclub. com.
We'll see you then!






