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Coming Events & Coming Events & Coming Events & 
Future Speakers Future Speakers Future Speakers 

September 8th, 2007September 8th, 2007
Baan Pa Pai Baan Pa Pai from from Doi Doi 
Saket District speaking Saket District speaking 
about their self sufficient about their self sufficient 
lifestylelifestyle

September 22nd, 2007September 22nd, 2007
Scott Jones Scott Jones 
Singing, telling jokes and  Singing, telling jokes and  
making everyone feel making everyone feel 
happyhappy

October 13th, 2007October 13th, 2007
To be announcedTo be announced

Chiang Mai Expats Club aims 
to help expats expand     
friendships and improve their 
quality of life here. We try to 
serve the community of      
foreigners by making it easier 
to understand the laws,       
language and lifestyle needs of 
our members and guests. 

Through the actions of our 
members and committees, 
with meetings twice-a-month, 
we strive to ease you into 
Chiang Mai culture by liaising 
with immigration and law     
enforcement officials, medical 
and insurance providers,   
business and property services 
and more.

It is our hope that through the 
efforts of the Chiang Mai   
Expats Club we can help 
members to successfully     
integrate into the Thai        
community in Chiang Mai and 
make contributions of our own 
for the benefit of all.

The Chiang Mai Expats Club 
meets every 2nd and 4th    
Saturday of the month at the 

Chiang Mai Orchid Hotel, 
Huay Kaew Rd. The meetings 
start at 10.30 a.m., but      
members and guests are        
encouraged to start arriving 
from 10.00 a.m.   

The meetings are great fun, 
with a wide variety of       
speakers, an open forum, free 
legal advice, and a free draw 
offering such prizes as        
television sets, microwaves, 
DVD players and gift       
vouchers. 

There is also an opportunity to 
meet with members of the 
special interest groups. For 
more information about CEC 
can be contacted by e-mail at:                    
info@chiangmaiexpatsclub.com  

Chiangmai Expats Club PageChiangmai Expats Club Page

“a credit to the Thai 
community, not a 

burden”

The Expat Newsletter team: The Expat Newsletter team: The Expat Newsletter team: 
Publisher:   Publisher:   Alan Hall
Editor:      Editor:         Jaroonroat Krasaesuk
Sub Editor: Sub Editor: Jonathan Mckeown
Website: Website: 
www.chiangmaiexpatsclub.com/expatnewsletter
EE--mail:  mail:        tom@pfm-international.net

Our MissionOur Mission

The cost of lifetime membership is only 600 
baht. To become a member you will need 
Two photos (2.5 x 2.5 cm). Please come  to 
the meeting where one of the board       
members will be happy to assist you in 
completing the membership form.  

Special Interest Groups (SIGs)Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

CEC MembershipCEC Membership

CEC has a number of Special Interest 
Groups that meet at various times and places 
to suit that groups individual members. If 
you are interested in becoming a member of 
any of the groups listed below please contact 
the group coordinator at a CEC meeting or 
by email at info@chiangmaiexpatsclub.com.  

Board and Card Game: Chris Hedges
Charities: Malcolm Logan
Computer: Bill Dahm
Dining Out Group: Paul Schoenkopf  
Hiking: TBA
Gay/Lesbian Friends: Neil Robinson
Investment: Ellen Parsons
Language Club: Elena Edwards
Photography: Mike See
Radio-Controlled Models: Malcolm Logan
Reading group: Janet Greenleaf
Writing Group: Lee Thomas
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In the last edition of the Expat Newsletter I published a song that caused offence to 
some readers. I have already sent out an apology via email but nevertheless, I 
would like to take this opportunity to apologise to any readers that did not receive 
the email and to assure everyone that no offence was intended by myself, my   
editor or the person that submitted the piece. 

In that email, I also promised to explain the situation regarding the relationship 
between the Expat Newsletter and Chiang Mai Expats Club. The Expat Newsletter 
is a separate entity to CEC and therefore may contain some material which does 
not necessarily reflect the views of the CEC board and indeed the members. I   
established the Newsletter for the sole purpose of furthering the CEC cause and to 
inform CEC members and other expats who are not members about the things they 
need and would like to know more about. It is hoped and in fact it has happened 
that after reading the Expat Newsletter expats will become interested in CEC,  
attend meetings and become members.  

The Expats Newsletter is not a commercial venture, and as we stand it has cost me 
personally a considerable amount of money and probably more importantly time. 
My staff and myself spend long hours gathering material, publishing and then 
printing the Newsletter. We then distribute it to over 50 destinations. We are not 
publishing professionals but are trying hard to provide a public service while in the 
process of learning the many different aspects of putting a regular publication  
together. I hope the readership will forgive any lapse while we try to improve the 
newsletter. 

I would like to express my deepest thanks to the many people who contribute   
towards the Newsletter both on a regular and occasional basis, without the help of 
these people it would not be possible to produce it. I would also like to thank my 
staff who are sometimes asked to work long hours whilst preparing, printing and 
distributing the Newsletter. 

The Expat Newsletter will continue to serve expatriates in Chiang Mai and I hope 
it is of benefit to all the members of our thriving and growing community. 

Alan Hall       
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Set on 67 Rai “2 Titles 33 & 34 Rai” 
of beautiful mountain region        
overlooking the Pattaya skyline and 
beaches, makes this an exclusive     
development project. The property is 

being sold C/W Fully Registered Thai Companies & First Stage 
Development Permit, plan for 43 plots, houses and infrastructure.

GREAT INVESTMENT, EXCELLENT RETURNS

PATTAYA DEVELOPMENT                              PATTAYA DEVELOPMENT                              PATTAYA DEVELOPMENT                              SALE SALE SALE 

Price: Price: Price: THB 61,000,000                                                                             THB 61,000,000                                                                             THB 61,000,000                                                                             

Located in 24-hour security estate this 
home is sited on 64 Square Wa. With 
only minutes to major shopping    
centers and airport makes this a prime 
location. Features include Western 
Kitchen, Upstairs Open Office Area, 

Separate Lounge Dining, 2 A/C 3 Hot Water. Also includes Estate 
Facilities; Club House, Swimming Pool, Gym, Sauna.

3 BEDROOM DOUBLE STORIES                      3 BEDROOM DOUBLE STORIES                      3 BEDROOM DOUBLE STORIES                      SALE SALE SALE 

Price:Price:Price: THB 3,600,000                                                                             THB 3,600,000                                                                             THB 3,600,000                                                                             

Beautiful views overlooking 
at Ping River. 2 BR 2 BA, 125 
Square Meters, Completely Remodeled, Unfurnished Condo 
for Sale. ADSL/UBC Available. Secured Parking,         
Swimming Pool, 24 Hour Security. Maid and Laundry     
Service. Convenient to Downtown, Shopping and Airport. 
Gym. Within Walking Distance.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE

CONDO                                                    CONDO                                                    CONDO                                                    SALE SALE SALE                                  

Price: Price: Price: THB 3,900,000                                                                             THB 3,900,000                                                                             THB 3,900,000                                                                             

PRIME CITY LOCATION:
Only 5 minutes from Central      
Shopping Centre and Inner City 
this townhouse features;3 stories, 
3 B/R, 2 B/A, modern kitchen, 

lounge, dining area, full A/C & H/W systems. Ideal for    
living or operating your own business.

TOWNHOUSE  TOWNHOUSE  TOWNHOUSE                                                                                                                          SALE SALE SALE 

Price:Price:Price: THB 2,200,000THB 2,200,000THB 2,200,000

Contact: Contact: Contact: info@nssiam.cominfo@nssiam.cominfo@nssiam.com,,, website: website: website: www.nssiam.comwww.nssiam.comwww.nssiam.com,,, ororor Tel: Tel: Tel: 080808---315331533153---997899789978

UNDER BUILDING UNDER BUILDING 
COST RELEASED COST RELEASED 
FROM FROM 
RECEIVERSHIPRECEIVERSHIP

Condos: Located 1 hour outside Bangkok and only 45 
minutes from Pattaya this condominium is sited on a golf 
course with views on surrounding mountains and Band Saen 
and Sriracha Beaches.

Studios Apartments-64m2-9 available - 1st fl x 3, 2nd fl x 3, 
3rd fl x 3.                                                   FROM 1 million FROM 1 million 

2 Bedroom Apartments - 160m2, Mountain side, Tower A; fl 
3, fl 4, fl 5, fl 6 and fl 7.                         FROM 2.3 millionFROM 2.3 million

2 Bedroom Apartments - 160 m2 Tower A; facing Tower B; 
fl 4, fl 5, fl 6, fl 7, fl 8.                         FROM 2.35 millionFROM 2.35 million

BANG SAEN LIVEBANG SAEN LIVEBANG SAEN LIVE---IN or INVESTMENT     IN or INVESTMENT     IN or INVESTMENT     

PEACE & TRANQUILITY
Nestled on 1.2 Rai of MOUNTAIN 
NATURAL FOREST including 
SMALL RIVER frontage, this brand 
new resort with it’s 7 buildings caters 
for accommodation, steam room,    

massage or just a peaceful GET AWAY plus much more. 
The property is being sold complete with a fully registered Thai 
Company and adjacent land with 30 year lease.

THIS IS A RARE OPPORTUNITYTHIS IS A RARE OPPORTUNITYTHIS IS A RARE OPPORTUNITY
INSPECTION A MUSTINSPECTION A MUSTINSPECTION A MUST

FREEHOLD RESORT                                       FREEHOLD RESORT                                       FREEHOLD RESORT                                       SALE SALE SALE 

Price: Price: Price: THB 20,000,000                                                                            THB 20,000,000                                                                            THB 20,000,000                                                                            

DISTRIBUTORSHIPSDISTRIBUTORSHIPS
TERRITORY OWNERSHIP & INVESTEMENT TERRITORY OWNERSHIP & INVESTEMENT TERRITORY OWNERSHIP & INVESTEMENT 

NEW ZEALAND NATURES BEAUTY CARE PRODUCTSNEW ZEALAND NATURES BEAUTY CARE PRODUCTSNEW ZEALAND NATURES BEAUTY CARE PRODUCTS

New Zealand is recognized and renowned worldwide for its    
NATURAL BEAUTY and UNSPOILED COUNTRY. It is highly    
respected throughout the world both in the West and in Asia, for its 
NATURAL BEAUTY CARE PRODUCTS. 

Be Part of the Enormous Growth Through out Thailand

AVAILABLE TERRITORIES: 

Lampang 70,000. Phrae 30,000. Phitisanulok 140,000.               
Nan 34,000 Kamphaenmg Phet 38,500. Nong Kai 85,000.        
Udon Thani 300,000. Khon Kaen 325,000. Chonburi-Pattaya 
500,000.  Roiet 50,000. Sakon Nakhon 95,000.  Nakhon Thanam 
150,000 and Mukdahan 30,000

Security Estate 45 Sqm Home on 
156 Square wa, 5 BR, 5 BA, 
Western Kitchen ,D Car/Port, 
manicured gardens and POOL. 
Partly Furnished, Quality Fix/
Fittings + A/C.

NOTHING TO SPEND NOTHING TO SPEND 

MODERN  D/STOREY                               MODERN  D/STOREY                               MODERN  D/STOREY                               SALESALESALE

Price: Price: Price: THB 8,500,000                                                                             THB 8,500,000                                                                             THB 8,500,000                                                                             
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ate a worm for charity. One. Small. 
Fried. Grey. If there is indeed a taste for 
the color grey, it tasted grey. (I’m not 
really sure how it tasted since I downed it 
as fast as possible while trying to imagine 
there wasn’t a worm on my 
tongue and then drank several 
beers to forget the entire event.) It 
needed more garlic. At least 15 
cloves, a wok full of vegetables, a 
vat of rice and a thick layer of 
chili sauce, which is the way you 
eat worms everyday when you 
don’t know they’re there.
Three darts cost 100 baht = $2.50. 
Missing the bulls-eye, I had to 
choose Door Number One, Two 
or Three: eat a fried worm,      
grasshopper or chicken foot. The 
grasshopper had long brittle legs, 
crispy wings and fried eyes. Door 
Number Two was locked and 
bolted. I’d watched other losers 
stuffing chicken feet in their mouths,    
trying to chew the rubber between the toes 
while trying not to be scratched in the 
gums by the toenails as I pictured the    
Formerly Alive And Walking Foot 
squishing through chicken poop,          
marinating itself with mutating strains of 
Asian bird flu. Door Number Three led to 
the Vomitarium. Door Number Worm had 
no face or feet and required no chewing, 
only swallowing. I don’t remember what 
I’d have won with a bulls-eye. Perhaps an 
actual fried bulls-eye? Maybe a           
seven-course meal at a lavish Bug Buffet 
laden with mole or house crickets,        
termites, blackened scorpions, giant water 

bug patè, grasshoppers the size of mice, 
baby bee omelets, fresh red ant eggs to 
sprinkle on your salad, plus worms of 
every shape, size and sexual preference?
So why are shrimp and lobster delectable? 
They’re insects’ kissing cousins with a 

bunch more 
legs. Do we 
think they’re 
c l e a n  a n d 
sweet because 
t h e y ’ r e        
c o n s t a n t l y 
bathing in the 
sea compared 
to filthy bugs 
digging in the 
dirt? During 
grade school in 
America, I had 
a clear plastic 
ant farm. Their 
A N T i c s      
e n c h A N T e d 

me for hours: washing themselves, each 
other and their eggs, standing around 
beads of water with tiny towels, bars of 
soap and underleg deodorANT. I ordered 
the chocolate-covered ants advertised in 
the back of a comic book. If you didn’t 
read the wrapper, you’d have thought it 
was a Crunch Bar, which you know in 
your heart contains other crunchy things 
besides rice. We ate a bit but saved most 
of it to terrorize girls on the playground. 
I have since become an anteater in Asia, 
intentionally and unintentionally.         
Engrossed in a book while relaxing on the 
guest house deck over a jungle river, I 
take a swig from my Coke can on the   

table. Ahh, the carbonated fizz is         
refreshing, like ants dancing on my 
tongue. AAURGH!!! ANTS ARE    
DANCING ON MY TONGUE!!!! 
They’re all over my hand and already 
down the hatch! Hopefully they won’t 
build a farm in my stomach.                 
Intentionally? A whole barbequed chicken 
from the market waits in the microwave in 
my outdoor kitchen, not freezing in the 
fridge, not attracting critters on the 
counter. The sun sets. I’m starving. The 
chicken is served. It’s swarming with ants. 
Okay, fine. I’m too tired to be American, 
but it’s not too late to be Asian. I scrape it 
off, microwave the Antsy Poulet Du Jour, 
turn out the lights, dine in the dark and 
pretend it’s battered, not bANTered.
I doubt if there’s anything that was once 
alive that isn’t eaten in Asia. Don’t     
complain in a restaurant if you find a 
cockroach in your food. You’ll probably 
just be charged extra. Stepping off a bus 
in Laos, a friend was proffered a platter 
stacked with deep fried tarantulas. Very 
large with hairy legs, all organs and    
genitalia intact. Crunchy on the outside 
with a warm, chewy center. Mmm, fried 
spider hair to tickle your taste buds. 
The famous nursery rhyme, Thai-style:

Little Miss Muffet
Sat on her tuffet
Eating her curds and whey.
Along came a spider
Who sat down beside her
And became her third entrée.

(Excerpt from Scott Jones’ new book 
Life in the Laugh Lane: facts, fiction 
and photos from America to Asia 
available at Gecko Books, Backstreet 
Books and On the Road Books.)

Just Say No to BugsJust Say No to BugsJust Say No to Bugs
By Scott JonesBy Scott JonesBy Scott Jones

CEC member to ride Motorcycle all CEC member to ride Motorcycle all 
around Indiaaround India

Conrad de Courcy, born in India and a long time LEPRA supporter has invited Ralph 
Kramer, a loyal member of CEC, to join him to raise money for LEPRA by traveling all 
around India on Royal Enfield motorcycles, as well as marking both of their 60th birthdays.

They are setting off at the beginning of November from Delhi where they will pick up their 
motorbikes. They will go north to the Kashmir border, down south through Rajastan, then 
east to Darjelling and   finally south down through Orissa, where they will visit some of 
LEPRA's projects. The trip will last almost 3 months and their route is planned to take into 
account the cycles of the Indian climatic patterns. It should be an incredible journey! Look 
up LEPRAS's website to see what good work they do.
Donating through Ralph’s site (http://www.justgiving.com/ralphkramer) is simple, fast and 

totally secure. It is also the most efficient way to sponsor Ralph: LEPRA will receive your money faster and, if you are a UK     
taxpayer, an extra 28% in tax will be added to your gift at no cost to you.
Expat Newsletter intends to cover Ralph and Conrad’s adventure, which I am sure    
everyone will agree is not only fantastic way to raise money for a needy cause, but also 
a great way to celebrate their 60th birthdays.

I almost wish I was going myself! 

Alan Hall.

Ralph KramerRalph Kramer
Will he look this good when he Will he look this good when he 

gets back? gets back? 






